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IRON ORE LEVY — NATIONALS WA 

Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral — Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA) [9.51 pm]: I rise 
tonight after having read some comments made in Hansard at the last sitting by a member of Pauline Hanson’s 
One Nation in this house, Hon Robin Scott. I was astounded to read some of the comments that he made about 
Brendon Grylls as the former leader of the Nationals WA and particularly some assertions he made about 
National Party policy. 

I want to clear the record for Hon Robin Scott: a number of the assertions he made in that statement were 
factually incorrect. I question the integrity of his making those comments in this house and of bringing into 
disrepute the integrity and reputation of a former member of Parliament in the other place. I think it is 
unbecoming for members of Parliament to cast aspersions on former members of Parliament when they are no 
longer here. One of the great things in our house—I know members in the other place who would agree—is that 
we may not always agree with the policy positions of other parties represented in this house, or indeed with 
individuals who are elected to the Parliament, but until I read this statement I thought that the one thing we all 
agreed on is that members of Parliament serve the public. They take a great deal of time out of their personal 
lives and from their families to put their necks on the line and deliver on policy positions that they and their 
parties believe are important to the people whom they represent. For that to be disrespected by a member of our 
house is unbecoming. There are certainly many former and current members of Parliament with whose policy 
positions I may not agree—I have absolutely no issue with that—but I respect the fact that they have a role to 
play and I respect the time they dedicate to that role. 

Brendon Grylls made some comments in The West Australian about replying to repeated questions that he gets. 
I would say that I get those questions, as do my colleagues, every single time I travel around the Mining and 
Pastoral Region. They are: Will Brendon run again? Will Brendon come back to politics? They say, “It’s a great 
loss for regional Western Australia.” It is up to each individual member to make clear at some point, which they 
determine, where their future is. I think the integrity of Brendon Grylls and what he delivered for regional 
Western Australia is unprecedented. I am happy to stand as a colleague of his, a friend and someone who was 
involved in the royalties for regions election of 2008 and who remained involved in the process. I am exceptionally 
proud of the royalties for regions policy and for bringing it to an election and delivering on it whilst in government. 
That is one thing I can honestly say that the members of Pauline Hanson’s One Nation will never have to do 
because no Western Australian will ever deliver the hands of government to them. 

I want to put some things on the record. It was through the investment of the royalties for regions scheme  
that the exploration incentive scheme received support. It supported the mining industry. We defended in this 
house during a reply to the budget speech that the exploration incentive scheme was very valued by the resources 
and mining industry, as it should be. It has created many valuable jobs and any members of the resources 
industry I speak to definitely support the program. In 2014, at the Nationals WA state conference, the lay party 
voted in support of a motion moved by the Kalgoorlie branch that the state convention of the Nationals WA 
does not support an increase in the royalty on gold produced in this state. Long has the National Party had 
a position on the gold royalty and we have been very clear on our stance that we do not support an increase in 
the gold royalty. 

We also had a debate in this house about Utah Point. While in government, we disagreed with our partners in 
government that Utah Point port should be sold. I moved a motion for that legislation to go to committee and it 
came back with some exceptional recommendations that put in place some protections for the junior mining 
industry, which were very well received. There have been many other initiatives through the royalties for regions 
program, training, and many projects that I cannot list that have supported the mining industry. 

I think one of the exceptionally poor comments and research that Hon Robin Scott has put on record—he may 
want to clarify this when I make these comments—was — 

A significant reason for the collapse of trust in Mr Grylls was his insistence in multiple statements and 
speeches that the iron ore companies were paying only 25c per tonne into the Treasury. 

Members, if anybody did any research on what the special lease rental policy was about, it was completely not 
about that. There has never been any statements by the Nationals WA that we did not believe the mining industry 
paid through a royalty. Of course we agree with that and rightly they should; that is where royalties for regions 
came from. The policy position on the increase for the special lease rental was around legacy state agreements in 
which they paid only 25c per tonne on the special lease rental. There was never, ever any suggestion that Brendon 
or the Nationals WA indicated that the mining companies were not paying a royalty. That is just a complete farcical 
myth and shows a complete lack of understanding of the policy position. It has been spoken about many times in 
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this house. I am happy to supply Hon Robin Scott with any policy documents he would like to see about the special 
lease rental. 

In closing, I want to tell the member who he should call on to deliver One Nation’s policy positions, of which there 
are a few. I recall that one policy was to reduce the salaries of members of Parliament by 20 per cent. I have not 
seen Pauline Hanson’s One Nation bring that to this house. Another policy was to reduce the representation of 
members of Parliament by 20 per cent. I have not seen that policy position pursued through this house either. 
I would say to Hon Robin Scott that he should call on himself and his colleagues, and their leader, Pauline Hanson, 
who is a member of Parliament from Queensland, and they can work out their own policy position, as the 
National Party did, with Brendon Grylls at the helm, in delivering royalties for regions. We did it. We supported 
it, and we delivered it in government, and it will be a legacy for the people of regional Western Australia for ever 
and a day. 
I fully support the Nationals’ current policy position to increase the special lease rental. I look forward to 
Western Australians receiving their fair share, as they well and truly should as the owners of that asset. As the 
people who elected members to this place, they expect us to bring their view to the table and be an advocate for 
them—not be captured by the mining industry, or, indeed, by Pauline Hanson, who also has no idea about any of 
the interests of Western Australia. 
I am exceptionally proud to be a member of the National Party. I am proud that we have delivered royalties for 
regions. We stuck to our guns and delivered what we said we would deliver. That is a hard thing to do in 
government, and it is a hard thing to do as a member of this house. I would hope that the honourable member 
understands that. 
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